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15‘ m pxgn"m — Why do you cry out to Me? Mosas, too,
was )raylné, and God told him, ‘Now when Tsrael is in
10 Pharaoh approached; the Ch:ldren of lsrael I 1sed their eyes and behold! — Egypt was jour- distr. 55, is 1o time for lengthy prayer.” Altematively, the
neying after them, an_d they were uery frighte: .ed: the Children of Israel-cried out to HASHEM. verse is rendered: pyyn -, Why do you ary out [as if the |
W They said (o Moses, “Were there o graves in Egypt-that you took us to:die in the Wildemess? Plig}~of Israel is your responsibility]? %x, To Me! It is for Me

512 6 save the nation; therefore, you should instruct them to: :
What.is this-that:you have.done to us to take t-s.out ongypt Is this:not the staternent that Fhor < ahiead, and] w]“ atteiid to their safety (Rashi). :

we made to you. in Equpt, sayzng, ‘Let us be ar 1we will serve Egypt? — for itis better that we
should serve Egypt than that we:should die in .Ke Wilderness!"

13 Moses said to the people, "Do'not; fear!:Stznd fast and 'see the salvation of HASHEM that He Q(,
wlll perform for you today; for as you have seer. Eqypt today, you shallnotsee them ever again!
.14 M shall do battle for you, and you sh.:il remain silent,”. ""‘_31";0 Offfers t;knov';li approach; After the leaders’ casti- |
3. g"u <t nim tor faking them out of Egypt, Moses cried st -
[ASHEM said tc; {‘;ioses, “Why do gou cry sut'to Me: Speak to'the Chlldren oﬁlsrael and let bec v.se he feared that they wete lacking in falth and Wou;i’
athemjoumey forth! 16 And you — lift up your staff and stretch out your-arm ovér the sea and “ne sbay him whenhe ordered them to advancerinto the sea
split it:.andthe Children of Israel shall come irito the midst of the sea on'dry land. 17 And I — +To nis, God replied that he was hisjudging the people, al .
behold! — I shall strengther the heart of Eqyp: and they will come after them; and I will be glo- he 3d to do was to give the command. - :
rified through Pharaoh.and through his entire army, through his. chanots and throughfus ho:’see
3 e :
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PRAYER AND REDEMPTION . . S

Trapped between the Reed Sea and the approaching Egypﬁan army, the
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Jews “became very frightened and prayed to God” (ibid. 14 10-11).Moshe - K1 IR i) AWNY 1"apn 0Kw 1M1 987w 12 Y onpyx
calmed the people, assuring them that they wouldberescued from their | 191 "Wl YIon Mynw DnpyN NNl OvMNna wR ny 1 nx
plight, but only on condition that they would “remain silent” (ibid., MR ORI IRTORIY’ 12 NPRI DR Nyaw IR D' da ) 0N
14). - . NX ATPTA2PP AY500 KYR 09BN PIRAY 1Y RYW A"apn

This stipulation that they be silent is difficult to understand, for amn LR NPMIP MY T nnp 590nn Awn. 1091 abwan
thé people were merely beseeching God to save thex;p from the hands of YXTW SV OOW 99 TURI AENa TG Ny KD 1YY 10 .
their enéemies. Why was Moshe so intent on hushing them up? The peo-

' .19°5NN0 N2 An°n NN
ple had done nothing wrong; on the contrary, prayer is the appropriate - d ! ! '.

response in times of trouble, especially in hapeless situations such as : e
that experienced by the Jews at the shores of the Reed Sea. L
~X However, in the next verse God reiterates this stipulation, telling

Moshe: “Why do you pray to Me? Speak to the Children of Israel, and , N ‘ nowe . PIN2 58 5
let them start moving” (ibid., 15). Why éiid God word His command- : q)\(‘é\lu ]

ment this way? The Sages have told us, “God yearns to hear the prayers :
o_f_ the righteous” (Yevamos 64a), which implies that prayer is appropri- . ~QJ113?J AT OB NYENY wITD SDWITP DMID0I PR DIBR
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Commenting on Hashem’s reaction, the Mim
screamed and God listened. As stated frequently by Rashi, the term
DIoRM, and Ged, alludes to His Attribute of Justice, administered by the
Heavenly Tribural.

As Rashi states (and as we shall discuss in the following segment), the
fate of Am Yisrael was on trial. Based on the Divine mercy (mnnn n"-m)‘
associated with the name Hashém, the Jewish people would have been
Spared regardless of their virtue. However, the Attribute of Justice (1)
associated with the name Elohim demanded some merit on their part.
Thus, Hashem asked Bnei Yisrael to forge ahead intd the sea instead of
praying further. This alone would merit the splitting of the sea (Toras
Moshe 23b a8 11777). ‘

Fundamentally, héwever, Hashem was not disputing the need for
prayer. Rather, it wasthe nature of their prayer that Hashem addressed.
According to this interpretation, ox Poyn 13 does not mean “Why do
you cry out to me?” as a question, but, “Regarding what do you cry to
Me!” as an extlamation. Hashem continued, “Don* pray that the

"Egyptians be vanquished; to do so would disclose a lack of faith, for [

_eﬁsured you that this would occur. Instead, pray for My guidance.”,
Besieged by the wilderness on one side, the Egyptians from behind and
the sea straight ahead, Bnei Yisrael were well entitled to pray. Butinstead .
of doubting Hashem’s capacity to save them, they should have wrayedfor:
specific directions: where to go and what todo. _ : fJ
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Indeed, the phrase Yo% py¥m m may have been intended to offset
partially Moshe’s declaration that Bnei  Yisrael should remain sl

%Hashem responded; Let them pray — not about My capacity for sav
them but for the best way to achieve their salvation.

This distinction can be applied to the contemporary scene w1th eq
validity. To merely pray that Mashiach arrive indicatesa lack o

L)

_ After all, we've been guaranteed his arrival by numerous prop

- the-Torah itself. Instead, we should pray approptiately that
717771, second refere

_swiftly in our Iifetime (Toras Moshe 24a m
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.- O HaChaim' deals witha fihdamental problem Isn't

prayﬂr the 'proper .response. when people are faced with ,f
‘dang¢er? Why are'Israel and Moses commanded not to pray
‘at suh atime? He explains that God exercises His attribute -
of ‘miarcy 'only when:the victims-have at least 'a minimum
degreiof merit. At the'sea; however, the Attribute of Justice
argi=d that the Jews no less than the Egyptians had wor-
“ship.-d idols,and that it was unjust for one nation to.be. saved
whxl theother.was destroyed. [Thisisalluded to inyverse 19, -
>+ the. angel is called .the.angel: of. Elohim, the Mame
“ing judgment, becai¥e the Jewish people were being = -
¢ d/(Rashi).] Consequently, prayer alone could not.be
cious; there had to be a tang:ble ment Therefore, G

to God’ yplungmg into the water. That. dlsp]ay o
auld earn them the miracle. of the Sp‘!' itting of the Sea.

7@ 22/ R

bR 737 PR PYEN. m B R 7T nRM
o OTIR By Wwph Dwena YoM bxe 1
XWWD mwye, T e m 31 R pyEn
PIPED XD OR 077 Yy YR PIw M3 1 7pIsna
YITAY L, ONRIP ROAT 1 OUNBD Ln7wn 9
(B3R NRCETD M ODR PYXN n 172pa 12 MR
DX PRI NOn R ARAT XAPAANT YD nngy
RO PV UM DR T YmET 1TMaR OpYR
D 7M1 NIV ‘P NMTIRTY SYR PYEN 1 BRI
A" 12y TP YhR mapp X% 1T N
oM ATI0RT AR MNT? D°RATT NDa 7 v R;
= 7PN 2 ORW /9K pYXN o mon? n7apn MR
9 IR 03T OA? MwyY) Sty vy A
I N 7332 TpYE2 U7 X2 ORI DIRW
TIXT 7D 1yD™1 32 BR 927 OR8Ny Lnyamn
03 933 nIMRI MIYNW IR AN 3R y .
"3 7N b By phrw oTp o PR won /-
92207 717 NPT TIMRT 1937 ,03 DY 7YY IR
YR YW 917a0 030 TR CTwnnt onnm
&0 o

AN a3 oow oomt Y 73T A paym "F
mbyon maown mPpanw LG 7°K) *nben
72791 7ayn XYY ORT ROPR VR 97nREDY nbynd
TR R WP DR M0 w0 IR 2P mT R
AN NI I WND LPIN30 1D XY 1Dl
D3 373p WA A0pn P m'm'm oY
LP33B7 Y33 T AT nRan 19 002 Yy ax
DNY (72 O°PRN) UMY W2 RIRT 7Y KW
X2W RDIINI TWYR ,ALIIX X NAL2 T2 PYR
WP2T TonT I IS L7IN2 1 ot Tyy
,7IX PR NP2 v3anw Y3190 YR onY mx amand
LR Pmn va0% WMDTSTT PN IR Y nnn
190X KD 1D iRR MR NR o Tonn b
ROX 9772 72 3R W MR LOIO2 12 AR OCPRA
X TN NP3 CIamy MR DRY 70N Chnva

v

@bAn A M wIm) 7N WMDn D

PPN MY P LLTYN” @t
10x°,3MIPBM MR RIDIR IREH LAY
773 ,7I% Tom SW a2 120130 YR 1on

JP2AT 1Y IMTIDVY IMIIT 1D VW

12 :7K1 7717 12 PROIMIROAN 132
S13 07900 1% IR LWPR NREND U3
:19.9% XY 12 IHR 290X D IR
2% MR M2 12 TNR RN 1D DX

el

1R KPR N2 12 S ,Jan Mwpa
MIBR RY RYNORW ,Nnv3a "R 73 1900
SR 2 TP TRY TR MR POB 1R 1D
SPYR T 11T IR D .19 IR 2 o
MAYIANY PPAwIT,/AWIAR PR *nnwa 13
Ta%3 Ik RYY @5 2R DY Y T2
ST KD PP YD oY ROR

ma Swnk-amTa bomn by 133N
TR WK ,TIN R TON WRY

321 ALRT Tonn Yawa amxn nwy XY
P A MY WY PRI 3
NIDRDIWY 1T PRV P2 IR 12TONY
nTA 797D BY AX1, 00270 DWYHT AN
TomY 297X 12 IR , PNV T2 IR KT
a7pg WX PP 2 nom

“ yund Dwpam IMKX WHNY DAWpHY

1% IR 02 R PRI I

{ona 1 Yw owitpn 1At on 1o
mEIs1 oIuMp 271 oW ow) 8T 7N

PRLaT NIT TP YN @ P W
DIX KW IPBRW AT AMbn PR
JI5 /02 MINYa prnw IR N IPRY

25 /% ooobp) TIDRDYNT WM THY T
POYRPWND PR DOPRTD R
M5 DUPIRNWA NIDT DR DOPnn
WY MY U L,e0wn . AN
PYIR 07 10 DMA0A YV Dadpnn
oy Swoagm M L, nwpan ‘ﬁ”‘m*’
I3 DN N2V PRI IBRDY WD
yRn mn7 IR D DY LK1 nbpna

2O IS NS
2NRTS 7% NYa MwYR WDy 13 MY
oYpn Drma TRD Twen

TR P2N? OION A¥YN ORT ITIRCID
RTW? %2 YR 931 ,00nnm Tond
7 by wen ,02% 932 n1nRa 1meynn
WYX *IX ¥ [IM0AN 20 oY ,pYrw Q‘IES
[0 72200 7T NIYYARDY 01 OnvK
MySHRY WITD ,TeR AR BT AKX
.00 ypan oIFATY TWYI W00 WY
By tn mImRm pnvan v,
AR PN L0 DW R¥OM LAWY
&1 13 7Y 01001, 271nY 12 WM X
WD Y 0OM IR3 %D TIRY 1Y 07 ¥p)

o

/ls
- TR QMWYD I8R DUIRT TR YIRS
PM T DY YpA ovn
MW e Yar mwata 12 oMy
1 TINR” X1\Y 0N PR P N
213 5% 3T M Lav ) v
by phmw amp o YR won-Srwe
L0132 DT 9PN NIRIAN PAsnd nan

-~

J7Pwn Yy Tonnml Ry Pan Pinwan

ay11oa? 19 BnRRT1 pnwan b1

WM RAPR 190 NINWY K70 20D 19
DU2IROM_B¥37 (¢ 3v ovan) pIoDR Y
XWT 71332707 700 ‘73 mUIam ywiy

Lk 37y DY 2 W WA WDy

pb VWA BURINDM D937 (wwn WY QR
113 mYIAM ,773PRR ML 1N XYW

BBY oon ypw My .

mmes 9s.

13 Ip% AN oR TR AMNT DNTY
nmmv‘%w: n5 15 W DR

<~

|or 73 BYI YWD 12DR 1332700 oM
T 9392100

oy X°nw ,[INvan 0o x1m ,avenn
DIRW 712 .75 MWW 1PYNY IYWI X
IR AP DI TINLAN N2 X3 PRWIDY
3pHA 733 DR O3 YA 2oyh Y
PRY Y01 POYH 0PI P11t 1IMad
by "X RYYI NRT 533 ,M07Y IR XA
JRvan 7 JWY 9270 0%y O




il 46 — SIX STEPS OF BITACHON

R. Golﬁ@asr

One ob]ectlon frequently raised is the following: How can I aspire
to live my life according to the principle of bitachon when I know
myself to be lacking in my observance of some or all of" the other

commandments? How can I expect hitachon to work for me when Tam
an acknowledged sinner?

Jewish tradition answers this objection. In Shiurei Daas, Rabbi

Yosef Leib Bloch zt"] asserts that bltachon applies equally toa w1cked
\\

man as to a pious one. He g0€s so far as to say that even a thzef is
commanded to have bitachon! As he burglarizes a home, the thief is
, required to declare to God, “I trust in You that I will not be caught
breaking in.” If he is sincere in his trust, says Rabbi Bloch, God will save
him from being caught, despite the fact that at the very same moment
he is transgressing God’s other commandment to not steall2 Above all
else, bitachon is a practical tool. If we rely on God, He will provide for
us. The Six Steps of Bitachon help us identify our needs and deterfine
what hishtadlus must be done to have those needs fulfilled, and how
much effort we mmst put in before God will consent to provide for us.

Thisisa perfectly precise and loglcal process. Done correctly, it works

every time.
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A person nceds to know how important it is to daven, to pray
with fervor. While it may be true that as long as he has recited every
word from the siddur he is exempt from going back and davening
once more, still, the proper way of tefillah is to recite it with intensity
and meaning. Ones prayers should shatter the Heavens. “pyIX ° 01
*rivBn oY WK - Also when I cry out, and call for help; He stops up
my prayer” (Eichah 3:8).

There is a certain balance. If a person needs something desperately,
(then his tefillah is a very powerful force. He must.also work towards -
) building more 1erit for-himself through acts of of chessed, lovingkind-

ness, and i g his Divine service, his avodas Hashem. On the
other hand thes¢ is a limit to how. far one’s.efforts.can be taken.-A
person cannot insist on getting what he wants. In the final analysis he.
¢ must submit to the Will of Hashem, to the wisdom of HaKadosh Ba-
_ruch Hu, the the One Whe %cgmwgﬂmgmmﬂmwn
‘must never, Go:' forbid, imagine to himself that there is nothing left
to hve for and t::at his life is unbearable if he does not get his way.
B \ 40 —s SIX STEPS OF m\
’The Third Step — Do I Have Total Serenity That
/ 1 Will Receive this Need? . _

By the time we reach Step Three, we have established that I have
aneed that God has promised to provide. But where is #t? How.and
when is it going to be provided? Perhaps God is waiting for some
effort on my part, and I have to determine what that effort — known

| as hishtadlus — needs to be: ‘Before I can continue in that direction,

(" it is important to assess my feelings. Do I feel a sense of complete
serenity over receiving this item that I need? Am.I like Joseph,
tho did not have a shred of uncertainty about God's providence?
In that case, as the Beis HaLevi says; it is forbidden. for me to do

aniy hishtadlus. If I am 7":zolutely certain in my heart that God will

o . . R
‘f, provide the need that has been halachically confirmed in Step Two, I
stop right here at Stép Three. There is nothing mere for me to do; my
needs are going to be met.

[N

Yet, despite the seeming rarity of this total and unﬂappéblé ihner
trust, Step Three is an important cbmponent of the Six Steps. As
we will explore further in a later chaptef, bit~chon is semething
that we actually experience naturally all the time ‘and take for

avanted /Thic mantly - 0 Needs hiw SXYgia, suusillic, duu

P 1‘“‘-’ v
‘the normal functioning of the laws of nature, needs that get easily
discounted because they are so readily supplied.) When we analyze
this phenomenon in light of the Six Steps, what is really happening
in those cases is that without being consciously aware of it, we are

identifying needs, asking ourselves if we have total serenity that we)
will receive gur needs, answering “yes,” and receiving those needs:.
We do not bother with any hishtadlus because a “yes” answer at:Step
Three ends thgprotess right there. Step Three allows us to run all our
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